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History of cardiac 
arrest due to VF Due to transient or 

reversible cause 

Occurred during 
acute MI 

Sustained VT, 
spontaneous or 
induced 

History of familial or 
inherited conditions with 
high risk of VT 

YES 

NO 

Due to transient 
or reversible 
cause 

YES

YES

YES

YES 

YES 

YES

YES

YES

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

History of MI 1 2 

EF ≤ 30% 3 

EF ≤ 35% 3 Inducible, sustained 
VT or VF at EPS 4 

QRS > 120ms 

Eligible for     
defibrillator 

• Irreversible brain 
    damage from 
    preexisting cerebral  
    disease; 
• Unable to give informed 
    consent. 

• NY
• Car

whi
• CA
• Enz
• Sym

rev
• Any

less

YES

NO 

Not eligible for 
defibrillator  

YES

NO 

Medicare Eligible 

NO 

NO 

YES

YES 

YES 

All Other 
Indications 
HA Class IV; or 
diogenic shock or symptomatic hypotension 
le in a stable baseline rhythm; or 
BG or PTCA within past 3 months; or 
yme + MI within past month; or 
ptoms or findings indicating need for coronary 

ascularization; or 
 disease associated with likelihood of survival 
 than 1 year.
 Rev.   
         1 MI > 4 weeks prior to planned insertion 
2 MI documented by ↑ cardiac enzymes or 
 Q-waves 
3 Ejection fraction measured by angiography, radionuclide scanning or 

echocardiography 


